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Scale and proportion

Getting these two important design

elements right is one of the greatest

challenges of container gardening.
The proportions of every planting are
constantly changing as plants grow and
mature. This certainly presents a problem
i‘(‘l' C()I'Itlliﬂ(..'l' _!i:llvd‘.'l'll.'l_ﬁ \\'h() must fl_‘\' o
see the finished display in their mind’s eye
when planting: a difficult task when young
plants, at this stage, may be less than :1‘
quarter of their eventual size.

When planning the scale and proportion
of a display, it is important to consider
the growth habit of the species you have
chosen; this will help you work out how
the planting will look over time.

For standard designs, which feature a
tall central plant in a round pot, ideally
the finished height should be between one
and one-and-a-half times the height of
the container, and the planting roughly
triangular in shape. But this proportion
of container to planting is not a rigid rule
to be applied in every instance. When you
lodk through the chapter on Container
Portraits (see pages 26-115) you will see
that it is a flexible guideline to be adapted
according to the shape of the container.
Generally, I try to avoid large plantings in
pots with narrow bases as they upset the
eve by appearing top-heavy, while the
same plants in a wide-based pot look

stable and pleasing,
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